
Topic Study 3--Human Trafficking Discussion

1.Poverty and Social Injustices
The connection between poverty and other social injustices, such as human trafficking and refugees, is complex. A lot of people that are living in communities suffering from extreme poverty and face a limit in resources, as well as few employment opportunities, are impoverished (Bartiaux, 2018). Criminals take this as an advantage on these vulnerable people by offering them an escape plan from the harsh realities of their lives. Traffickers tend to provide educational opportunities and fraudulent job training to the people that are desperate enough to try anything to better their own lives or that of their families. 
Poverty is the leading factor as to why individuals are vulnerable to human trafficking. As victims of trafficking may come from different backgrounds, which include economically privileged families, human smuggling is mainly linked to people who lack resources. Living in poverty is a grim reality to escape from, and a lot of people became desperate enough to get into employment schemes that are fraudulent and also deceived to joining prostitution (https://www.huffpost.com/entry/human-trafficking-month_n_4590587). The traffickers tend to target people who have few economic opportunities as well as the ones that are struggling to meet the daily basic needs.
Notably, the crisis of refugees is mainly because of poverty and not immigration, as many countries term it. There are a lot of fences and walls that have been erected at borders to keep people out, but the only way to solve the refugee problem is to address its root cause, which is poverty. ( https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/refugees/). If people are allowed freedom of movement, they can help in defeating poverty, which leads to human trafficking too. A person becomes a refugee in a country due to adverse scarcity in their home, and they decide to look for greener pastures out of desperation. 
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2.The Dark Side Of Chocolate
This is a documentary film on slave trading of African children to the cocoa plantations. For almost ten years, child trafficking has been rampant in the Ivory Coast and Mali, which are the biggest growers of cocoa, making about eighty percent of the world's cocoa. In 2001 the Chocolate Manufacturers Association members signed an agreement that prohibits the use of child labour as their source of manpower (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVdMneN5MhU). Despite this agreement, children are still being trafficked and forced to work on these plantations with no pay and working for more than eighty hours a week. Levels of poverty are high on this side of West African countries. Most parents are forced to send their children to work on this plantation as a means of earning a living. Many of these children never get to see their families again and even worse, never get a formal education.
Chocolate companies like Nestle should implement laws on these farmers by sanctioning them if found guilty of using children as means of labour or even increase the cocoa prices so that the farmers can hire the right manpower to work on these plantations. Corruption is a significant contribution to child trafficking since government officials are bribed to cover up the act. A lot could be done like the construction of schools for these underprivileged families to enrol these children in learning facilities. The government should work in hand with chocolate companies to create employment for the parents to provide a means of livelihood for their children (O’Keefe, 2016). Consumers, on the other hand, should act as a bridge. They can support those companies that are significantly fighting child trafficking by promoting most of the company's brand. Also, they can post all these complaints on media platforms for the company officials to take the necessary action. These corporations are profit-driven and would never jeopardize that. This is vital for the growth of the company.
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3.Child Labor
The Fair Labor Standards Act of the U.S (1938), prohibits children under the age of 14 from working in a lot of industries and also has a time restriction to not more than three hours when it's a school day until the child attains the age of 16. It has as well forbidden work that is hazardous until one is 18 for most industries. However, the act's regulations do not apply to several sectors due to outdated exemptions that industries left to the past. Today's construction and farmworkers are mainly migrant children that deserve the same protection as the other youths working in occupations that are less dangerous (https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/refugees/).
An article from The Atlantic dated June 21, 2018, focuses on the overlooked children working in America's tobacco fields. Many children are joining their parents in the tobacco fields, intending to help them to get extra money for school supplies, clothes, and children stuff from the markets. However, when they get there and see how hard it is, they keep going back to lessen the burden their parents are going through, and the money they get they give it to the parents to help in paying bills (https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2018/06/child-labor-tobacco/562964/).
Even though machines now do tobacco picking, a lot of the remaining production requires handwork. Children from ages young as 10-12, start working in the fields lining up in a row, moving down the plant's lines, topping, suckering, and lifting the tobacco plants from the weeds at the bottom. Many children years from working at the tobacco field, have reported cases of backaches due to how high the plants were, and at times they lose track of their parents who are working together with them. The ones with their parents there are a lucky lot for what is seen mostly is a lot of youths who are unaccompanied(https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2018/06/child-labor-tobacco/562964/).
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